TBC Sermon Notes & Study

November 6, 2022 – Michael Laury, Pastoral Assistant
Audio file: www.timberlakebaptist.org – (Or on Facebook & YouTube)

Sermon Text:
John 15:1‐4 (NASB 1995)
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me
that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit,
He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because
of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so
neither can you unless you abide in Me.
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Sermon Outline:
Two Essential Lessons on a Fruitful Life in Union with Christ
I.

The fruitfulness of disciples is rooted in the identity of Christ the True
Vine and the sovereign work of the Vine Dresser (vv.1‐2)
a. The identity of Christ as the True Vine (v.1a)
b. The identity of the Father as the Sovereign Vinedresser (vv.1b‐2)

II.

i.

The Father destroys barren branches

ii.

The Father disciplines fruitful branches

The fruitfulness of disciples is rooted in their identity as already clean
and in their activity of abiding in Christ (vv.3‐4).
a. The already clean status of “being cleaned” disciples (v.3)
b. The essential duty of abiding in Christ (v.4)
i.

Disciples abide in Christ such that Christ abides in them by
abiding in His word such that His word abides in them.

ii.

Disciples abide in Christ such that Christ abides in them by
dependent prayer.

Shepherding Group Discussion:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

At the most fundamental level, what is a Christian?
What is the biblical definition of spiritual fruit?
Are unbelievers able to bear fruit? Why or why not?
We learned that the vinedresser destroys barren branches. How does
this truth affect how we think and act towards apparent believers
who walk away from the faith?
5. How does knowing that true disciples will never be lost affect how
you think and act on a daily basis?
6. How does knowing the truth about the Father’s loving pruning help
you prepare for and endure trials?
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7. Michael said, “Before right living comes right thinking.” What
happens if we skip to vs. 4 about abiding in Christ without realizing
the truths in vs. 1‐3?
8. What does it mean to “abide” in Christ?
9. How do these truths change how we pray? (vs. 7)
10.What does the content of prayers look like for those who are abiding
in Christ?
11.How do these truths encourage you in your daily communion with
Christ this week?
12.How do these passages equip you to help brothers and sisters who
are in the midst of trials this week?
13.How do these passages affect your conversations with unbelievers
that God places in your life this week?

