
Regathering Plans & Service this Sunday 

Dear TBC family, 

  
Here is a summary of our regathering plans with the detail below it: 

  

• We will gather May 17, 24 and 31 with 2 identical services, 8:30AM and 

10:30AM. 

 

• The services will be held at 50% capacity (140 people per service in MCC), 

limiting for social distancing, and overflow rooms will be provided once we 

reach capacity. 

 

• These will be our only services: No Sunday School, Youth, Children’s 

Ministries, Nursery or Sunday night. 

 

• Masks will be welcome but left up to individual choice and a separate “Mask 

Mandatory” room will be provided. 

 

• We will sing congregationally but there will be no choir. 

 

• We expect the 10:30 service to have more people so consider the 8:30 

service        

Like the rest of our nation, our church family was thrust into a very different life 

recently.  It seemed like overnight we found ourselves responding to the COVID 

pandemic and the many unknowns that it has brought.  We prayerfully supported 

our national, state and local governmental leaders as they attempted to find ways to 

respond to the virus, which contained many unknowns.  These strategies and best 

practices have morphed and changed in response to an ever-moving flow of 

information and we have flexed with them as thankful citizens.  We have observed 

with appreciation as our Federal leaders and their agencies created economic 

programs, health protocols and informational resources to help our fellow 

citizens.  We observed our local health care workers, including many TBC members, 

prepare for the worst and manage the COVID cases that did materialize.  We thank 

our God, who rules over all things, that the predictions made by many did not come 

to pass.  As a church we have developed a full “virtual” ministry, with live-stream 

and accompanying shepherding plans to care for the flock. We have helped each 

other, our non-church neighbors, supported our local church and foreign 

missionaries, all the while managing our own homes thrust into uncommon 

circumstances. We have even prayed for and served some in our own church family 

and extended relatives who had the virus.  We have mourned with several whose 



loved ones were ushered into glory through it.  All of this in an 8-week period of 

time!  Through it all you, the members of TBC, have amazed and encouraged your 

pastors with your support and encouragement as we served the Lord by serving you. 

  

As we have outlined in our previous two letters, we have maintained a posture of 

support and voluntary submission to our governmental leaders in obedience to 

Romans 13. We trusted God in this and still do. We maintain that the National, State 

and Local governments have no constitutional or Biblical jurisdiction over 

ecclesiastical affairs so everything we have done has been voluntary and in a spirit of 

submission.  That does not mean we have always agreed with them. For instance, 

we consider church gatherings to be essential to the spiritual health of all people, 

even though they have not.  We have voluntarily submitted to the many executive 

orders and their changes in spite of that.  While we voluntarily submit, we are not 

unaware of the political realities influencing governmental decisions and many 

inequities and inconsistencies in their mandates, but neither is our God. 

  

Having conducted ourselves with this posture under the previous executive orders, 

we now rejoice that on May 17th we will be regathering as a church family following 8 

weeks of not assembling together.  This regathering is in harmony with the 

Commonwealth of Virginia’s “Safer at Home” Phase 1.   This letter outlines our 

current plans concerning how we expect to do this as a church family while being 

wise and considering a variety of factors. 

  

As we begin the process of coming back together for corporate worship, it is 

imperative that we understand that there will be phases for our church as we move 

back to more normal body life.  Your church leadership has devoted countless hours 

to collating federal, state, and local regulations for group gatherings, which as you 

know, have been in flux and have not always agreed. We have had to make our own 

decisions in these areas while taking into account our entire congregation. As a 

general rule, we have followed the principle of prudence and individual soul liberty, 

meaning we believe you are informed, capable adults who are able to make 

decisions on your own and better equipped to do that than we are.  We also want to 

make clear we think proper health precautions should be regarded and vulnerable 

members are encouraged to follow their health care provider’s recommendations. In 

all decisions, you must decide what you are comfortable with and what you are 

not.  You are not wrong to stay home if you feel that is in your health interest, nor 

are you unloving to others if you attend.  

  

What makes our perspective on regathering radically different than the reopening of 

businesses is the wonderful reality that we are motivated and empowered by our 

loving Savior.  Your Pastors would affirm the following guiding principles for 

regathering drafted by one of our sister churches in Kansas City: 



1. Prayerfulness. Our access to God through our relationship with His Son, 

Jesus Christ, affords us the greatest advantages of any people on the 

planet. He knows our difficulties and trials and cares for us. Psalm 119:67 

reminds us that He is good and does good. And any anxiety in our hearts 

has an ever-present invitation to be resolved in His throne room, resulting 

in supernatural peace. So please pray for our church, our government, and 

our own dispositions.  

 

2. Selflessness. Our regathering process has the potential to unveil 

selfishness within our hearts. We may be tempted to think of the pandemic 

as more or less than it is and consequently be judgmental of anyone who 

does not share our viewpoint. Love and sympathy ought to govern our 

attitudes toward others with whom we differ, always looking out for their 

interests above our own (Phil 2:3–5). Setting aside our own opinions and 

preferences for the good of others is foundational to gospel ministry. 

 

3. Humility. Due to the variety of factors we are facing and their widespread 

impact across the world, much about this situation is open to analysis and 

debate. While we should all be aware of the times in which we live, each of 

us can be tempted to render judgment above our knowledge. When 

considering what to present and propagate we do well to not think more 

highly of ourselves than we ought (e.g., Rom 12:3). This extends to our 

opinions about the situation we have been faced with. Exercise prudence 

before publicly weighing in on any matter (e.g., social media outlets; Prov 

11:12; 17:28; 18:13, 17). Our desire should be to lead a quiet and tranquil 

life of service to the Lord (1 Tim 2:1–2), and we should pray toward that 

end with humility. 

 

4. Trust/Submission. Believers are called to submit to and trust the 

authorities God places in our lives. This includes church leaders (Heb 13:7, 

17), governing officials (Rom 13:1–7; 1 Pet 2:13–17), and employers (Eph 

5:5–9; Col 3:22–25; 1 Pet 2:18–20). This does not imply that we refrain 

from questions and appealing. But let’s remember that we are accountable 

for trusting and submitting to authorities while they are accountable for 

their decisions.  

 

5.  Patience. Please be ready to exercise patience as we engage this 

progressive restart of our church gatherings. None of us are happy about 

the slow pace required of us in reestablishing our regular worship and 

church activities. But if we do this according to our plan, we can maintain 

our testimony as a church and protect our health in the process. 

 



6. Endurance. The New Testament Greek word for endurance is hupomone. It 

means “to remain under.” God calls us to “remain under” our trials as long 

as He deems good for us. (Rom 5:3–5; James 1:2–12). So, as we ease our 

way out of this universal trial, we should all keep an eye fixed on Jesus as 

He works all things for our good (Rom 8:28). 

7. Faithfulness. One of the blessings of the stay-at-home order has been 

watching how you continue to serve and care for one another. Please stay 

creative and faithful in these endeavors. Love one another (1 John 4:7), 

bear one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2), pray for one another (Eph 6:18), 

keep serving one another (1 Pet 4:10). We are so grateful to God for a 

healthy church made up of individuals who are faithful to one another.   

  

What a great day it will be when we are not hindered at all to regather fully as a 

church family. Until then, let’s all commit to caring for each other by following the 

plan our leadership has prepared. 

  

Universal precautions and best practices as we approach 

regathering as a church body: 
  
These universal precautions and best practices are intended to provide guidance 

throughout each of the phases listed below. They are given as a result of the CDC’s 

COVID-19 mitigation strategies and recovery plans. Additionally, the intent is to 

honor the biblical call to obedience to love your neighbor and serve one-another. 

  

• We will welcome, but not require, the use of cloth or disposable barrier masks 

at our major public gatherings when in the church building. Cloth masks 

should be laundered after each use. 

 

• We leave it to your individual conscience but those older and/or vulnerable 

members (those deemed with high-risk medical conditions or immune 

disorders) have been encouraged to stay at home until a later phase. 

 

• Encourage frequent hand washing while inside the church building. 

 

• Make use of hygiene supplies provided by the church such as soap, tissues, 

no-touch trash cans, and hand sanitizer stations. 

 

• Encourage no hand shaking, hugging, or other direct personal contact while 

greeting each other. 

 



• Encourage everyone to maintain physical distancing measures while inside the 

church building (seating 6’ apart). 

 

• Encourage anyone who is sick or have sick family members to stay home. 

 

• Encourage cross-contamination prevention standards (e.g., minimize 

finger/hand touches to door handles, light switches, countertop surfaces). 

 

• Establish special cleaning protocols to implement before and after each public 

service. 

 

• Follow applicable Virginia Safer at Home Religious Services Guidelines.     

   

Phase 1 (Gatherings up to 50% of capacity): Tentative May 

17th, May 24th , May 31st: 
  

We may update this plan after we see how things go May 17th but this approach will 

be adopted for 3 Sundays.  After May 31 we anticipate entering “Phase 2” of the 

Commonwealth’s plan and we will update our guidelines then.  Whether you plan on 

attending or not, please pray for your pastors and this gathering.  Pray Jesus Christ 

will be proclaimed, and His people will rejoice! 

  

• Offices will be open regular hours, available to meet with people/groups up to 

maximum allowed (with optional face masks, proper distancing and cleaning 

protocols) 

 

• Two Sunday Services, at 8:30AM and 10:30AM in the Ministry Center (green 

roofed building) with mirrored live stream service in “old Sanctuary”. 

o   These 2 services will be at 50% capacity, socially distanced and our 

normal overflow rooms provided. This is approximately 140 People in 

the MC; 15 people each in Ministry Classrooms 1 and 2 for overflow, as 

well as 75 people in the old Church Sanctuary. 

o   In addition to these service and overflow room options, we will also 

provide a “Face Mask Mandatory” room in the Expositors Seminary 

Classroom (room 211 - Family Life SS Class).  Face Masks must be 

worn to enter this room. 



o   Ministry Center seating will be staggered to allow for proper 

distancing. We will leave the normal setup but allow 3 seats between 

families and we will skip rows. 

o   Greeters and Ushers will be stationed to promote easy traffic flow 

and provide hand sanitizing at the doors. 

o   No physical bulletins (digital only) or offering plates will be passed. 

(Offering boxes and walk out option will be provided). 

o   No adult SS. 

o   No TBC choir, but we will sing congregationally. 

o   No Nursery or Children’s SS or Student Ministries. 

o   TBC to provide NO coffee or food service in public areas. 

o   Deep cleaning will take place before and after each service. 

o   This Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper in both services 

using a sealed cup/wafer package (plates will not be passed).     

• Small Groups will meet on a voluntary basis and will be encouraged to meet in 

outdoor settings or in homes (with proper distancing and cleaning 

protocols), and/or video conferencing. 

 

• Other ministry groups can schedule meetings at the church up to maximum 

allowed (with proper distancing and cleaning protocols), in homes and/or 

video conferencing. 

 

• We will leave it to the individual’s conscience but encourage those 65 and 

older and/or vulnerable to stay at home to limit risk until a later phase. 

  

Watch for an email on Friday with specific details about the logistics of the 

service on Sunday. 

  

Whether we see you in person on Sunday or whether you will be attending via live 

stream, we look forward to worshiping together as a church family and lifting up the 

name of Christ! 

  

Your servant in Christ, 

  



Pastor Bryan and the Elders 

 


