
 
P

ag
e1

 

TBC Sermon Notes & Study 

November 29, 2020 – Dr. Bryan Ferrell, Senior Pastor 
Video file: www.timberlakebaptist.org – (Or on Facebook & YouTube) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. Sermon Text:  

Philippians 4:15-20 (NASB)  
15  You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, 
after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving but you alone;  
16  for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs.  
17  Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your 
account.  
18  But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply 
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant 
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.  
19  And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.  
20  Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

4-Parts of The Theology of Giving (Sermon outline) 

 

1. The Participation of Giving (vs. 15-16) 

2. The Produce from Giving (vs. 17-18) 

3. The Provision from Giving (vs. 19) 

4. The Praise in Giving (vs. 20) 
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INTRODUCTION: (Small Group Discussion Questions) 

The Theology of Giving 

 

1. Discuss this statement of Pastor Bryan; “Two ways we are more like God -1) 

forgiving and, 2) Freely Giving.”  
 

2. How would you honestly evaluate your own level of generosity in giving?  
 

3. Why is developing a pattern of giving important to being generous to Gods work?  
 

4. How would you describe your ministry “partnership” in the work through your 

systematic giving at TBC? Be specific.   
 

5. Exam the following Scriptures below and discuss how they are relevant to the 

Theology of Giving message; (In review your own sermon notes) 

 

 1 Corinthians 4:12 

 2 Corinthians 11:7-9.     

 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 

 Psalm 112:9 

 Psalm 2:29 

 Romans 8:32 

 

6. How “sacrificial” is your giving based upon Gods generosity to you? 
 

7. How is giving more about the fruit of our salvation, rather than just our religious 

duty?  
 

8. Explain how our heartfelt giving an act of our doxology of worship? 

 
Reflection notes: 
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Deeper Study #1: (Expositional Study) 

A Contented Person Is Preoccupied with the Well-Being of 

Others – Giving! 

A final strand in the tapestry of contentment woven by Paul is concern for others. Those 

who live only for themselves will never be content, because contentment for them can 

come only when their circumstances are exactly as they want them to be. And that will 

never happen. Only those who unselfishly put others' well-being above their own will 

find contentment. Paul prayed that the Philippians' "love may abound still more and 

more" (1:9); one of the qualities of true biblical love is unselfishness (1 Cor. 13:5). He 

also exhorted them, "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 

mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for 

your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others" (2:3-4). That is the 

attitude "which was also in Christ Jesus" (2:5); if He had looked out only for His own 

interests, he would never have left heaven to sacrifice Himself for sinful, fallen people. 

Nevertheless introduces an important transition in Paul's thought. What he had written 

in verses 10-13 could easily have sent the wrong message to the Philippians. Despite 

their poverty (cf. 2 Cor. 8:1-2), they had sent a sacrificial gift to Paul through 

Epaphroditus (4:18). After staying in Rome for a while and ministering to the apostle, 

Epaphroditus had returned to Philippi, bringing this letter from Paul with him. In it the 

church would read, "Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in 

whatever circumstances I am"; "I have learned the secret of being filled and going 

hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need"; and "I can do all things through 

Him who strengthens me" (4:11-13). If the letter had ended at that point, the Philippians 

would have concluded that Paul neither needed nor appreciated their sacrificial gift to 

him. 

To make certain that the Philippians did not misunderstand him, Paul hastened to 

reassure them that they had done well (kalōs; something noble or beautiful in character) 

to share with him in his affliction. But he then needed to explain to them how their gift 

could have been a noble act if he did not need it. 

Paul began by taking his readers back ten years to his first preaching of the gospel in 

Philippi. During that time, and even after he left Macedonia for the Achaian cities of 

Athens and Corinth, no other church shared with him in the matter of giving and 

receiving. That phrase reflects business terminology. The word translated matter is 

sometimes translated "accounts" (Matt. 18:23; 25:19) or "accounting" (Luke 16:2) and 

the terms giving and receiving can mean "credit" and "debit." Evidently Paul was a 

careful steward of his resources and kept an account of his receipts and expenditures. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+13%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A3-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+4%3A10-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+8%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+4%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+4%3A11-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+18%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+25%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+16%3A2
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Even before he left Macedonia the Philippians supported him; during his ministry in 

Thessalonica they sent a gift more than once for his needs. Their generosity, along 

with Paul's own hard work, allowed him to minister free of charge in Thessalonica (1 

Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8) and Corinth (Acts 18:5; 2 Cor. 11:8). 

Paul could rejoice over their gift yet still be content in God's sovereign provision for 

him because he was selfless. That selflessness led him to write, Not that I seek the gift 

itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account (cf. Matt. 6:19-20; 1 

Tim. 6:17-19). Their gift brought Paul joy not because of its personal material benefit to 

him, but because of its spiritual benefit to them. The principle that those who give 

generously will be blessed is taught repeatedly in Scripture. Solomon wrote, "There is 

one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is 

justly due, and yet it results only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, and he 

who waters will himself be watered" (Prov. 11:24-25). Later in Proverbs he added, "One 

who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good 

deed" (Prov. 19:17), "He who is generous will be blessed" (Prov. 22:9), and "He who 

gives to the poor will never want" (Prov. 28:27). In Luke 6:38 Jesus said, "Give, and it 

will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, 

shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured 

to you in return." To the Corinthians Paul wrote, "Now this I say, he who sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully" (2 Cor. 9:6). Paul himself was an example of one who generously gave to 

the poor, as he reminded the Ephesian elders: "In everything I showed you that by 

working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the 

Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive'" (Acts 

20:35). 

Three statements summarize Paul's joy and gratitude. The Greek verb in the phrase I 

have received everything in full was commonly used in a commercial sense in extra-

biblical Greek to denote payment in full. This statement is in effect Paul's receipt to the 

Philippians for their gift. Have an abundance translates a Greek verb that means "to 

overflow," "to have an excess," or "to have more than enough." The Greek verb in 

Paul's final statement I am amply supplied speaks of being filled up completely. Taken 

together those three phrases show that Paul, having received from Epaphroditus what 

they had sent to him, was overwhelmed by the Philippians' generosity. 

Using sacrificial language from the Old Testament, Paul described the Philippians' gift 

as a fragrant aroma (cf. Gen. 8:20-21; Ex. 29:18; Lev. 1:9, 13, 17; Num. 15:3), an 

acceptable sacrifice (cf. Lev. 19:5; 22:29; Isa. 56:7), well-pleasing to God (cf. Ps. 

51:19). Paul saw the Philippians' gift as a sacrificial act of worship to God. Such 

spiritual sacrifices are required of New Covenant believers instead of the animal 

sacrifices of the Old Covenant. In Romans 12:1 Paul commands believers, "Present your 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+3%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+18%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+11%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+6%3A19-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+6%3A17-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+6%3A17-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+11%3A24-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+19%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+22%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+28%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+6%3A38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+9%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+20%3A35
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+20%3A35
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+8%3A20-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+29%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+1%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+1%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+1%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+15%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+19%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+22%3A29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+56%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+51%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+51%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+12%3A1
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bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 

worship." The writer of Hebrews exhorts, "Through Him then, let us continually offer 

up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And 

do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased" (Heb. 

13:15-16). Peter reminds believers that they are "a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 2:5). Paul's joy that the 

Philippians would make such an acceptable sacrifice to God far surpassed his joy at 

receiving their gift. 

Paul knew that the Philippians would not only receive spiritual blessings in heaven for 

their generosity, but also that God would supply all their physical needs in this life. 

The Philippians had sacrificially (cf. 2 Cor. 8:1-3) given of their earthly possessions to 

support God's servant, Paul. In return, God would amply supply their needs; He would 

not be in their debt. Having sown bountifully, they would reap bountifully (2 Cor. 9:6); 

having "honor[ed] the Lord from [their] wealth and from the first of all [their] produce... 

[their] barns will be filled with plenty and [their] vats will overflow with new wine" 

(Prov. 3:9-10). They would discover that it is impossible to outgive God. 

The phrase according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus reveals the extent to 

which God would supply the Philippians' needs. He would do so according to His 

riches, not out of them; His giving to them would be relative to the immensity of His 

eternal wealth, that is, as generously as is consistent with His riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus. The New Testament repeatedly presents Christ Jesus as the source of all of 

God's riches. In Him "are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. 2:3); 

to the Colossians Paul wrote, "For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness 

to dwell in Him... For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 1:19; 

2:9). "The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ... has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). In Ephesians 1:23 the apostle 

described Jesus as "Him who fills all in all," and he reminded the Corinthians of "the 

grace of God which was given [them] in Christ Jesus, that in everything [they] were 

enriched in Him" (1 Cor. 1:4-5). Echoing that thought, Peter wrote, "His divine power 

has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge 

of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence" (2 Peter 1:3). 

The crucial lessons in contentment illustrated here in the life of Paul may be 

summarized in five words: faith, humility, submission, dependence, and unselfishness. 

Those virtues characterize all who have learned to be content. 

 

(MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The - Philippians.) 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+13%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+13%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+2%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+8%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+9%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+3%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+2%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+1%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+1%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+1%3A4-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+1%3A3
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Deeper Study #2: (Exegetical Study) 

Analysis 

4:14-17 Paul expresses appreciation for the Philippians’ gift a second time in vv. 14-16, 

followed again by self-correction in v. 17. In v. 10 he spoke of the Philippians 

“mindfulness” of him. Now he speaks of their active “partnership,” both in the present 

(v. 14) and, by way of further amplification, in the past (vv. 15-16): “you have done 

well to have partnered with [συγκοινωνήσαντες] me in my affliction . . . in the 

beginning of the gospel, when I came out from Macedonia, no church partnered 

[ἐκοινώνησεν] with me . . . except you alone.” He commends them for not having been 

embarrassed by his present “affliction” (i.e., imprisonment; cf. 1:7), and he praises their 

past support as unprecedented (“you alone”), immediate (“even in Thessalonica”), and 

generous (“more than once”). This is what he meant in 1:5 when he said he found 

consolation in the memory of their “partnership [κοινωνίᾳ] in the gospel from the first 

day until now.” 

Excursus: The Philippians’ “Partnership” with Paul 

Paul uses the noun κοινωνία (“partnership,” “fellowship”) and its cognates six times in 

Philippians, and nineteen times in his remaining letters. The word-group derives from 

the adjective κοινός and in each of its forms carries the notion of two or more parties 

holding something in “common.” It can be used of friendship: friends were defined as 

those who hold things in common. It can also be used of a formal partnership: partners 

share a common project and typically a set of common resources. In early Christianity 

the word group also came to denote the camaraderie Christ-believers had with one 

another and with Christ, a camaraderie especially prominent in Pauline circles, where 

each believer was thought to be possessed by Christ. The challenge to interpreting 

Paul’s κοινωνία language in Philippians is that it draws upon each of the above 

domains: Paul writes to console and thus as a friend; he writes to thank the Philippians 

for their financial support and thus as a partner; and he writes as a Christ-mystic anxious 

to restore their sense of camaraderie with Christ and with each other. 

Central to the interpretation of Paul’s κοινωνία language in Philippians is 4:15: “in the 

beginning of the gospel, when I came out from Macedonia, no church partnered 

[ἐκοινώνησεν] with me εἰς λόγον δόσεως καὶ λήµψεως except you alone.” The phrase I 

have left untranslated, εἰς λόγον δόσεως καὶ λήµψεως, is Paul’s attempt to render in 

Greek the Latin expression ratio dati et accepti, which will have been familiar to the 

Philippians as members of a Roman colonia. The meaning of the expression is relatively 

clear: “an account or ledger of monies, goods, and services given and received.” What 

the expression refers to in Philippians is another matter.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:14-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:14-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%201:7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%201:5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:15
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It has been suggested that Paul is here referring to an account maintained by the 

Philippians into which they collected funds to be released to him as he conducted his 

mission, and that they paid out in coin what Paul returned in kind through his 

missionary efforts. This interpretation has two components: (1) that the Philippians 

funded an account from which to support Paul’s mission, and (2) that Paul was as it 

were under contract with the Philippians. The first component is quite plausible. It 

resembles the advice Paul gave the Galatians and the Corinthians for collecting monies 

for the gift to Jerusalem in 1 Cor 16:1-2. The second component, however—that Paul 

was under contract with the Philippians and needed to keep up his end of the bargain—

is less certain. A slightly different reading, and one that I favor, is that Paul had already 

done his part when he initially evangelized the Philippians and that they were now (by 

way of repayment) supporting him in his work, with the additional hope that this would 

result not only in the “progress of the gospel” (1:12) but in “fruit” accruing to their own 

“account” (Phil 4:17). This way of construing the Philippians’ partnership with Paul fits 

neatly with Paul’s earlier reference to material support in 1 Cor 9:11: “for if we have 

sown spiritual things among you is it too much if we reap material things?” It also 

reflects the logic and to a degree the language of Rom 15:27: “For if the gentiles have 

shared [ἐκοινώνησαν] in their [= the Jews’] spiritual things, then they [the gentiles] 

ought to minister [λειτουργήσαι] to them [the Jews] in material things” (Rom 15:27). 

On this reading, Paul’s κοινωνία with the Philippians was an arrangement that left the 

Philippians invested in Paul’s mission but did not place Paul under continued 

contractual obligation. It is difficult to convey this in a word-for-word translation of 

4:15, so I have adopted the following, more dynamic translation: “no church partnered 

with me to pay back what they received except you alone.” 

In v. 17 Paul again qualifies his expression of appreciation with a self-correction: “not 

that [οὐχ ὅτι] I seek a gift” (cf. 4:11). It is not the material “gift,” or δόµα, as such that 

Paul desires, but the “fruit” (καρπός) that will be credited to the Philippians’ “account” 

(λόγος). The reference is presumably to the last judgment. Paul uses similar language in 

1:11: “that you might be pure and blameless for the Day of Christ, having been filled 

with the fruit [καρπόν] of righteousness” (cf. 1:22). 

• 4:18 With the expression ἀπέχω πάντα, “I am in receipt of all that you sent,” Paul 

formally acknowledges the Philippians’ gift. He underscores the adequacy of the gift: “it 

is more than enough . . . I am completely sated.” He mentions Epaphroditus by name 

and thus further commends him for fulfilling his mission. In keeping with his 

indifference to the material goods themselves, Paul describes the Philippians’ gift not in 

economic but in religious terms: “a sweet fragrance, an acceptable sacrifice, [an 

offering] pleasing to God.” 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Cor%2016:1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Cor%201:12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Cor%209:11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rom%2015:27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rom%2015:27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%201:11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%201:22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:18
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• 4:19-20 Paul assures the Philippians that God has accepted their sacrifice and will 

begin to show them favor even now. God’s resources are more than sufficient: 

“according to his riches in glory.” Paul concludes with a short doxology that not only 

neatly continues the theme of “glory” from v. 19 but as it were pours out on the 

Philippians’ “acceptable sacrifice” his libation of praise: “To our God and Father be 

glory forever and ever (cf. 2:17-18). 

 

(Hermeneia - Philippians: A Commentary.) 

 

Deeper Study #3: (Practical Theology Study) 

1. Read the article: Being Rich Towards God: A Scriptural Overview of Giving 

(Link attached) 

2. Write a summary statement of the article focusing on the important principles of 

giving.   

3. Make personal application for your own sanctification and obedience.   

My action plan: 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:19-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%204:19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phil%202:17-18

