Keeping Your Balance, Pt. 1
Navigating Wisely Through the Challenges of Life







   Pam Hardy

INTRODUCTION

1 Cor. 9:24-25

It is good to be “unbalanced” in your love for Christ!


Deut. 6:5


Ps. 9:1; 27:1, 39:7; 42:1-2,5; 54:4; 63:1, 73:25


Jer. 29:13


Phil.1:21; 3:7-8

I.
FAMILY AND MINISTRY     
A.
The Balance


Family -
Gen. 2:24




Eph. 5:22-33; 6:4




1 Tim 3:4-5; 5:14




Titus 2:3-5








Ministry -
Rom. 12:3-13





1 Cor. 12 




John 13:34



Rom. 15:14



Gal. 6:1



Eph. 4:32



1 Thess. 5:11



Heb. 3:13; 10:24

B.  
The Extremes

Family – 
Self-centered focus

        


Idolizing of your children  

   






Neglect of ministry to others (disobedience to scripture)


Ministry -
Wrong priorities




Family/children problems due to neglect (reap what you’ve sown) 

II.
SELF-DENIAL AND LIBERTY


A.  
The Balance



Rom. 14


Self-Denial -
1 Cor. 6:12, 19-20; 9:27




Titus 2:12


Liberty -
Gal. 5:1,13





Col. 2:16-23




1 Tim. 6:17


B.
The Extremes
‘

Self-denial -  
self-righteousness  

legalism

“works-righteousness” 
prideful judging and lack of love


   Liberty -
sinfulness, worldliness

license (disregard of God’s moral code)





prideful judging  and lack of love

Believe as I believe – no more, no less;

That I am right (and no one else) confess.

Feel as I feel, think only as I think;

Eat what I eat, and drink what I drink.

Look as I look, do always as I do;
Then – and only then – I’ll fellowship with you.
(Taken from Growing Strong In the Seasons of Life by Charles Swindoll. Copyright © 1983 by Zondervan.  

Used by permission of Zondervan.)

III.
PATIENCE AND CONFRONTATION


A.  
The Balance



Patience -        1 Pet. 4:8




Prov. 19:11



Confrontation-Matt.18:15

            
Luke 17:3


Rom 15:14



Gal. 6:1


Prov. 27:5-6; 28:23

B.
The Extremes

Patience - 
fear of man
      
             
lack of love


Confrontation-
pride/judgementalism

critical, ungracious spirit
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