





|.  The fruitfulness of disciples Is rooted in the
identity of Christ the True Vine and the
sovereign work of the Vine Dresser (vv.1 -2)

a. The identity of Christ as the True Vine (v.1a)



And he who sent me is with me. He has not left
me alone, for | always do the things that are
pleasing to him." (Jn. 8:29)



The fruitfulness of disciples is rooted in the
identity of Christ the True Vine and the
sovereign work of the Vine Dresser (vv.1 -2)

a. The identity of Christ as the True Vine (v.1a)

b. The identity of the Father as the Sovereign
Vinedresser (vv.1b-2)

I. The Father destroys barren branches



Who are these barren branches?
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1) True disciples can never be lost or finally
condemned or taken away from Christ



And this is the will of him who sent me, that
I should lose nothing of all that he has given
me, but raise it up on the last day.

(Jn. 6:39)



I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of
my hand.

(Jn. 10:28)



While I was with them, I kept them in your
name, which you have given me. I have
guarded them, and not one of them has

been lost except the son of destruction, that

the Scripture might be fulfilled.

(Jn. 17:12)



Who are these barren branches?
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1) True disciples can never be lost or finally
condemned or taken away from Christ

2) True disciples abide in Christ and so bear
fruit.



Whoever feeds on . my flesh and drinks my
blood abides in me, and I in him.

(Jn. 6:56)

After this many of his disciples turned back
and no longer walked with him.

(Jn. 6:66)
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They went out from us, but they were not of us;
for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us. But they went out, so that it
might become plain that they all are not of us.

(1 Jn. 2:19)




The fruitfulness of disciples is rooted in the
identity of Christ the True Vine and the
sovereign work of the Vine Dresser (vv.1 -2)

a. The identity of Christ as the True Vine (v.1a)

b. The identity of the Father as the Sovereign
Vinedresser (vv.1R)

I. The Father destroys barren branches
. The Father disciplines fruitful branches




For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and
chastises every son whom he receives.

(Heb. 12:6)

“For [our earthly fathers%)dlsmplmed Li)s for a
short time as 1t seemed best to them, but he
dLSCl%lnﬁs us for our good, that we may share
his’holiness, For the moment all discipline
seems p%nfu rather than pleasant, but later it
yields the peacetful fruit of rightequsness to
those who have been trained by it.

(Heb. 12:10-11)




Implications:

1)aooYuuoYLt FFOLUCGt FYlI OuGO«
pruning and our abiding in Christ.



For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the

affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly

burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life

itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence

of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves
but on God who raises the dead.

(2 Cor. 1:8-9)




Implications:

1)aooYuuoYLt FFOLUCGt FYlI OuGO«
pruning and our abiding in Christ.

2) This should recalibrate the way we view and
endure trials.



WwCUGguUYsltnlit gCYGgLUOYGuUuYgssOgl LjY
floor the bright green leaves, and the bare stem bleeding in a
hundred places from the sharp knife. But with a tried and trusted
husbandman there Is not a random stroke In it at all; nothing cut

away which it would not have been a loss to keep, and gain to
Ct LiONntT Yl Yo@linYBOoQYtttnY~t | nQYH

(Amy Carmichael)



II.  The fruitfulness of disciples is rooted in their
identity as already clean and in their activity
of abiding in Christ (vv.3-4).

a.i UOYygCl OgnAYLCOGF YLjugu
disciples (v.3)



Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my
word and believes him who sent me has




